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Reflection
Feeling after Learning
 I feel enlightened after learning about Malaysian culture and society. In this regard, I have been able to learn that Malaysia had a population of 28.4 million in 2016. I have also learned about the Malaysian Chinese that has led to cultural and religious integration in Malaysian society. I am now knowledgeable that the Chinese in Malaysia maintained a unique communal identity that was different from the widespread Islamic framework in Malaysia. I have also learned how the Malaysian Chines to establish Malaysia as an economic stronghold. Besides, I have gained insight into the historical background of the Malaysian Chinese. Apart from Malaysian Chinese, I have acquired knowledge of the Malaysian Indians. Thus, I have learned how they migrated into Malaysia during the British colonization era and how they contributed to commerce within the nation. In this regard, I am opined that the Malaysian society is accommodative since the Malays did not have any challenges interacting with the Chines foreigners. 
Moreover, I have learned that Malaysia has indigenous populations such as the Bumiputera, and most Malays are Muslims. I have also learned that the Malaysian culture is oriented towards the kampong village. I have also learned that the Malays converted to Islam from Buddhism and Hinduism in the 14th century. I have gained insight into the foods that the Malays eat, including, sambal sotong, Ayam Masak Merah, roti jala, etc. From a religious standpoint, the Malays are prohibited from eating pork. Notably, most Malays eat using their hands as opposed to using cutlery. I have also learned some concepts in their costumes, including Baju Melayu, Batik, Baju Kurung, etc. Besides, I have learned that these costumes are differentiated based on gender. I have some information on the history of the Malays, including early settlers such as the Negrito-Bateq, Senoi, Dunia Melayu, etc. that contributed to the Malay identity. I have also learned how language has contributed to the Malay identity. Noteworthy, I have gained knowledge of how the Malaysian constitutional monarchy works alluding to the Yang di-Pertuan Agong and state leaders. 
Expectations
At the beginning of the course, I had anticipated that the course would be boring learning about the Malaysian community and culture. I did not expect to be interested so much in the fine details that contribute to the Malaysian social organization. My aim was to meet all the course objectives and get a good grade in the end. However, at the end, I have gained so much interest in the Malays based on the intricate relationship between their culture and identity. Having read about and attending Malaysian festivals such as Hari Raya Puasa and Hari Raya Haji, I feel that I am unified with these populations since they have the most unique I have come across. I have developed a great interest in Malaysian meals, and I strive to incorporate them into my menu. In this regard, I expect to learn more about Malays even after the end of this course to gain extra insight into their various social, religious, and cultural aspects. 
Morals, Qualities, Skills, and Values Learned
From a moral standpoint, I have learned from the Malays that it is morally-appropriate to adhere to societal, religious, and cultural principles. For example, the way Malays treat guests shows that the community is moral-oriented. Besides, I have gained the value of obedience from the Malays with regards to certain norms such as how food is served as well as how men and women are supposed to dress. I have learned about the qualities of cooperation and kindness from the Malaysian integration of Malaysian Chinese and Malaysian India into society without discrimination. Lastly, I have gained the skill of speaking the Malaysian language from taking this course and interacting with my Malay colleagues. Therefore, I have learned a couple of words, and I think that this a great start to knowing the language completely.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Information about Malaysia
The course has helped me gain information about Malaysia since it incorporated course materials that helped me to gain insight into the geographical position of the country. The course has also helped me gain insight into the history of the Malays with regards to the indigenous populations and how their migration. The course has enabled me to learn about the Malaysian Chinese and the Malaysian Indians that now live in Malaysia, maintaining their cultural identities. Besides, I have learned how the cultural identity of the Malays revolves around their language. Notably, I have learned about the dishes and the costumes that are distinct to persons in Malaysia. I have learned about the festivals that are celebrated in Malaysia in a bid to reinforce their cultural values and norms. In this regard, the course has played an integral part in equipping with knowledge on the cultural, religious, and political organization of Malaysia based on the materials, assessments, and lessons.
Intellectual and Emotional Impact
The course has impacted positively on my intellectual capabilities as a foreigner in Malaysia. I have been able to gain a lot of insight into the culture and the language of people of Malaysia. Also, I have been able to learn about the composition of Malaysia with regards to the various tribal and ethnic groups. I have able to learn about how ethnic groups came to settle in Malaysia. Notably, I have been able to draw some interrelations among the Malays, Malaysian Chinese, and Malaysian Indians. From an emotional standpoint, the course has made have an affinity to the Malaysian culture. I have fallen in love with Malaysian dishes, attires, and festivals. I feel like part of this culture despite a foreigner in the country.
Adaptation as a Foreign Student
The course has helped me adapt in Malaysia as a foreign student since I have been able to some Malaysian words that I can use to communicate with others. Even though I am not fluent in the Malaysian language, I decipher some words, and this had aided in my interactions significantly. Also, I have learned about the Malaysian dishes, and this has made me more familiar with foods in this country. Thus, I can order foods easily when I go to the market or restaurants without feeling like an odd one out. Most importantly, the course has enabled me to appreciate the Malaysian culture more based on the comprehensive coverage of the same. In this regard, I feel more comfortable staying in this country since its cultural, religious, and political values resonate with my ideologies. Conclusively, I do not feel left behind when it comes to interacting with my colleagues and other people during my day-to-day activities.
